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Minutes for the Annual Meeting of Edale Parish Council (AGM) 
Edale Village Hall Wednesday 8th April 2026 at 8pm 

Present:  
Cllrs. Joanna Collins, Cedric Gilbert, David Shirt, Austin Neves.  Clerk – Tracy Whitley. 
 
26/05/1a Apologies for absence. 
Morgan Jackson. Noted 
 
26/05/1b Procedural matters.  

(i) Election of Chairperson for 2025/2026 and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Joanna Collins was 
proposed as Chairperson by Cllr. Shirt and seconded by Cllr. Gilbert.  Elected.  Cllr. Collins signed the 
Acceptance of Office. 

(ii) Election of Vice-Chairperson for 2025/2026 and signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Morgan 
Jackson was proposed as Vice Chairperson by Cllr. Neves and seconded by Cllr. Shirt.  Elected.  As Cllr. 
Jackson was absent from this meeting he will sign the Acceptance of Office at the June meeting.  c/f to June.  
ACTION: Clerk. 

 
26/05/2 Declarations of interests 

(i) Declaration of interest for items on this agenda. None. 
(ii) Register of Interests.  All Cllrs. present have review their Declaration of Interest Forms.  Cllr. Collins has 

updated hers.  The Clerk will lodge the updated copy with HPBC.  ACTION: Clerk. No other updates.  As Cllr. 
Jackson was absent from this meeting he will review his Declaration of Interest Form prior to the June 
meeting. ACTION: Cllr. Jackson.  

 
26/05/3 Public speaking  

(i) Members of the public (Max 10 minutes). None 
(ii) Borough Councillor. HPBC Cllr. Collins reported that she is pushing HPBC for enforcement of the Public 

Spaces Protection Order regarding wildfires.  Cllr. Collins also reported that HPBC’s plans for Buxton town 
centre will soon be submitted to the planning authority. 

(iii) County Councillor. None. 
 
26/05/4 Chairman’s announcements (Not for discussion) 
None. 
 
26/05/5 Minutes of previous meeting.   
Minutes for the regular Parish Council Meeting of 8th April 2026 were proposed for adoption as an accurate record 
of the meeting by Cllr. Shirt, seconded by Cllr. Gilbert. Adopted. 
 
26/05/6 Report on matters arising from the minutes.   
Item 26/03/7.6 (ii) Regarding the possibility of planting some trees on the parish land at Barber Booth.  Cllr. Collins 
and Cllr. Neves will visit the site during the summer. 
 
26/05/7 Items for discussion/ decision. 
26/05/7.1 Policies and Procedures 

(i) Code of Conduct - review and approval for adoption 
(ii) Standing Orders - review and approval for adoption 
(iii) Financial Regulations - review and approval for adoption 
(iv) Statement on Internal Control - review and approval for adoption 
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(v) Risk Assessment & Risk Management Policy - review and approval for adoption 
Items (i) to (iv) were proposed for adoption en-bloc with no changes by Cllr. Collins and seconded by Cllr. Neves.  
Adopted.  Item (v) Statement on Internal Control needs to be updated to include new regulations regarding IT and 
accessibility in line with AGAR Assertion 10.  Carried forward to the June meeting. ACTION: Clerk. 
26/05/7.2 Election of the following positions: 

(i) Cllr. Gilbert was proposed for re-election as Edale Parish Council representative to Edale Charities committee 
by Cllr. Collins, seconded by Cllr. Neves.  Elected.  

(ii) Cllr. Shirt was proposed for re-election as Edale Parish Council representative to Edale Village Hall committee 
by Cllr. Gilbert, seconded by Cllr. Neves. Elected. 

(iii) Phil Rogers and Andrew Critchlow were proposed in their absence for re-election as Edale Parish Council 
representative to Breedon Liaison committee by Cllr. Shirt, seconded by Cllr. Gilbert. Elected.  The Clerk will 
confirm their appointments with them.  ACTION: Clerk. 

25/05/7.3 Internal Audit & Agar 
(i) Internal Audit.  John Marriot has completed the internal audit with no adverse comments.  He 

recommended that a close eye is kept on Parish Council Reserves as the current economic situation means 
that inflationary pressures for Parish Councils could increase quickly. 

(ii) AGAR.  The following forms were signed by the Chair and the Clerk.  The forms will be posted on the Parish 
Council website and the Certificate of Exemption will be sent to the external auditor.   
a. Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 
b. Accounting Statements 2025/26 
c. Certificate of Exemption 2025/26 

(iii) The Clerk will announce the dates for the period of Exercise of Public Rights at the June meeting.  ACTION: 
Clerk. 

25/05/7.4 AGAR Assertion 10 Compliance 
(i) Switch to gov.uk domain name and email addresses.  All Councillors now have official Edale Parish Council 

gov.uk email addresses.  The main point of contact is now clerk@edaleparishcouncil.gov.uk  The website is 
now www.edaleparishcouncil.gov.uk  The Clerk is in the process of informing all contacts. ACTION: Clerk. 

(ii) Website Accessibility. The Clerk has attended a very informative DALC forum on making documents 
accessible.  From this point onwards all documents to be published on the Council website will be made 
accessible wherever possible.  The Clerk will start the process of making historical minutes documents 
accessible back to the start of this year (2026).  She will also start the process of updating the accessibility 
statement and testing the website for accessibility to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) version 
2.2 AA standard. She will complete the website accessibility review and update the published Accessibility 
Statement by the end of July 2026.  ACTION: Clerk. 

(iii) IT Policy.  The Clerk has prepared a draft IT policy based on a model document recommended by DALC. It has 
been reviewed by the Councillors and was proposed for adoption by Cllr. Collins.  Seconded by Cllr. Gilbert.  
Adopted. 

(iv) AGAR Assertion 10.  The Clerk has prepared an explanation of the ‘no’ answer to Assertion 10 regarding IT 
and data management.  Agreed. Signed by Chair & Clerk.  This will be published on the website along with 
the other AGAR documents. ACTION: Clerk. 

26/05/7.5 Annual inspection of council assets.   
The asset list will be reviewed for any repair or renewal needs prior to the budget discussions later in the year.  Add 
to the agenda for June.  ACTION: Clerk. 
26/05/7.6 PRoW Minor Maintenance Grant 2025/26.   
Edale PC confirmed that they wish to participate in the scheme again this year.  It was agreed that the decision on 
which path to work on to be taken at next meeting.  Add to the agenda for June. Local residents will be asked for 
suggestions via Edalelist.  The Clerk is to contact Nick Baker to see if he is able to collaborate on a footpath project 
again this year.  ACTION: Clerk. 
26/05/7.7 Renewal of Insurance Policy.  
The renewal quote for 2027/27 is £327.  It has increased slightly (by £23)  due to the fact that the Precept has 
increased, putting Edale into a higher banding.  Edale is now in banding for precepts £7,500 to £10,000.  The 
increased premium was proposed for approval by Cllr. Collins, seconded by Cllr. Gilbert.  Approved. 
26/05/7.8 Dates of meetings for coming year.  
For approval prior to publication.  It was agreed that the meetings will, as usual, take place on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 8pm in the Village Hall, with the following exceptions: 



Page 3 of 4 
 

The April meeting to be brought forward to 7pm followed at 8pm by the Annual Parish Meeting. 
No meeting in august 
The December meeting to be brought forward to 7pm 
26/05/7.9 Derbyshire Highways – red routes. 
Introduction of new red routes at Old Mam Tor Road, Rushup Edge Farm & the road to Sparrowpit and Castleton.  A 
‘Red Route’ is being introduced at these locations.  Double red lines indicate a ban on stopping at any time.   
26/05/7.10 Parking between Barber Booth & Tips Car Park.  
 A local resident has written again to DCC outlining the severity of the parking problems blocking the road up to 
Upper Booth.  Edale Parish Council will send a follow-up letter to DCC saying that they fully agree with the resident. 
Emergency vehicles including Mountain Rescue would not be able to access Upper Booth during very busy times 
putting people at risk.  Something needs to be urgently done to restrict parking.  ACTION: Clerk. 
26/05/7.11 Council Assets 

(i) Repair of Parish Council laptop.  The laptop is unable to be repaired.  As it is now over 10 years old the 
recommendation is for it to be replaced.  The current Microsoft Office package belonging to the Parish 
Council will also need replacing.  It is the 2016 edition and it is no longer supported by Microsoft.  The cost 
for this will be around £100.  The Parish Council agreed a budget of £500 plus VAT for a new laptop and MS 
Office together.  The Clerk will obtain 3 quotes for the next meeting.  ACTION: Clerk. 

(ii) Red recycling bin.  Currently not in use.  The Clerk will ask on Edalelist if any community groups can make use 
of it. ACTION: Clerk. 

26/05/7.12 Defibrillator Annual Support Agreement.   
The community defibrillator is now 10 years old and the Annual Support Agreement will end after this year.  The 
pads and batteries expire in April 2027, so the defibrillator should be replaced before then.  The cost of a new one is 
around £1,350 plus VAT.  The current defibrillator was paid for by Breedon.  The Clerk will contact them to ask if they 
are willing to provide the funding for a new one.  ACTION: Clerk. 
26/05/7.13 Public Spaces Protection Order – Wildfires.  
 Cllr. Collins reported that the police have not agreed to take responsibility on the behalf of HPBC to enforce this 
PSPO.  It will fall to HPBC to enforce it themselves.  Cllr. Collins will bring this topic up at the next Peak Parishes 
Forum.  ACTION: Cllr. Collins. 
26/05/7.14 The Old Graveyard.   
The Parochial Church Council have said that they do not wish to take ownership of this.  It will be transferred to the 
new unitary authority following local government reorganisation. 
26/05/7.15 Job Vacancy – Clerk to Edale Parish Council.   
The Clerk will finish her contract at the end of July.  Anyone interested in learning more about what the position 
entails should contact her as soon as possible.  The job will be advertised on Edalelist, in Ringing Roger and on the 
noticeboards.  It will also be advertised outside of the village through DALC.  ACTION: Clerk. 
 
26/05/8 Planning.  
New Applications: None 
Decisions:  
26/05/8.1 NP/HPK/0226/0205 The Old Parsonage Grindsbrook Booth Edale. Erect a Victorian style greenhouse in the 
back garden.  Granted conditionally. Noted 
 
26/05/9 Finance. 
26/05/9.1 Updated daily accounts for 2025/26.  The Clerk reported that the first half of the precept has been 
received, plus the Parish Grant.   
26/05/9.2 Bank reconciliation and record of balance of funds.  Total Council funds £8,315.55.  Approved and signed 
by the Chair.  
26/05/9.3 Clerk’s pay and expenses. Approved and signed by the Chair.  
26/05/9.7 Invoices & Payments – April 2026 - all for approved for payment by bank transfer.   

Payment detail Amount 

DALC (annual subscription) £191.59 

Peak Park Parishes Forum (annual subscription) £12.00 

Zurich Municipal (annual insurance premium) £327.00 

Gary Widdowson (mowing R1 2 x cuts Apr) £80.00 

Tracy Whitley (clerk salary & expenses) £383.49 
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Payment detail Amount 

Unity Trust Bank (service charge) £7.00 

The May invoice from John Marriott for the Internal Audit (cost £95) was proposed for approval for immediate 
payment by Cllr. Gilbert seconded by Cllr. Shirt.  Approved. 
 
26/05/10 Items for Information 
26/05/10.1 Highways & Footpaths  

(i) Updates on Outstanding Highways & Footpath Issues: a) The Clerk is to get confirmation on who actually 
owns the Station approach road, and who is responsible for its maintenance – DCC or Network Rail. It is in 
very bad condition b) Crumbling road edge between Skinners Hall and Glan Noe. 

(ii) New Highways & Footpath Issues: Several potholes on Back Tor Lane. 
The Clerk is to report all these issues to the relevant authorities.  ACTION: Clerk. 
26/05/10.2 Village Hall Committee report.  The Village Hall roof replacement is due to start in mid-June. 
26/05/10.3 DALC 

(i) Newsletter.  Noted.  Cllr. Collins highlighted the section on local government reorganisation regarding 
parish councils’ place within the new structure. 

(ii) Forum – Making Council Documents Accessible.  The Clerk attended this.  See item 25/05/7.4(ii) 
26/05/10.4 Police Reports.  None received. 
26/05/10.5 Village Events 

(i) BBC Children in Need : Edale Fundraising Challenge event – 11th September.  Clerk will send the document 
regarding organising events in Edale. 

26/05/10.5 Information from Parish Forum – 16th April.  The Clerk is to post this information on Edalelist. 
 
26/05/11 Correspondence (circulated) 
All noted and no further action required unless stated below. 
26/05/11.1 DCC Community Newsletters (also posted on Edalelist) 

(i) Community News – 13th April 
(ii) Community News – 20th April 
(iii) Community News – 27th April 

26/05/11.2 The Bog Standard – Moors for the Future newsletter 
26/05/11.3 HVCA –Newsletter 
26/05/11.4 Keeping You on Board- Spring 2026 – Community Rail Partnership newsletter 
 
26/05/12 Date of next meeting  
Regular meeting of the Parish Council.  Wednesday 10th June 2026 at 8pm, Edale Village Hall. 
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